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EVENT DETAILS 

TOPIC: School Building Committee - Regular Meeting 

DATE/TIME May 21, 2026 – 8:00 AM 

LOCATION: Town Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, 180 High Street, Wakefield, RI 

LIVESTREAM:     https://www.youtube.com/@sksbc  

PUBLIC 
COMMENT: 

-  

                                                                                                  MEETING MINUTES 

Item Topic 

1. 
 
 

Call to Order/Roll Call: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:15 AM 
Members present: Kate Macinanti, Bob Littlefield, Michael Podraza, Terry Lynch, David Palazzetti, representative 
from Leftfield, Studio JAED & Gilbane. 
 

New Business Items: 

2. Public Correspondence: 
 

• Kate Macinanti mentioned the Committee received correspondence from a resident, Maggie, regarding 
construction noise and equipment movement associated with the South Kingstown High School project. 
The concern was addressed directly, and project representatives have continued to communicate 
construction schedules and updates with the resident. 
 

3.  Approval of Minutes: 4/2/2026; 4/16/2026; 5/7/2026 
 

• Approval of minutes from April 2, 2026; April 16, 2026; and May 7, 2026, was listed on the 
agenda but was not addressed during the meeting. 

•  
4. Discussion/Action: Recommendation for Approval of Change Order Task Force Requests 

 
• No Change Order Task Force requests were presented. No action was taken. 

 

5.  Recommendation to Appoint Town Facilities Director to the School Building Committee 
 

• The Committee discussed appointing Town Facilities Director Mark Russo to the School Building 
Committee in the role of Local Official Responsible for Building Maintenance. 

• Michael Podraza made a motion and seconded by David Palazzetti to recommend Mark Russo's 

https://www.youtube.com/@sksbc


appointment to the Town Council. 

• Vote: Approved unanimously. 

• The recommendation will be forwarded to the Town Council for consideration. 
 

6.   Discussion/Update: New SKHS Project Updates 

 Project representatives (Mark and Justin) provided an update on construction progress: 

• Phase 1 construction is approximately 35–40% complete. 

• Structural steel work is substantially complete and expected to conclude during the week. 

• Concrete slab work is nearing completion, with remaining pours anticipated by the first week of 
June, weather permitting. 

• Building enclosure work is underway, including sheathing, roofing, and exterior wall 
construction. 

• Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing installations have commenced. 

• Masonry work for the elevator shaft is beginning. 

• Approximately 80–85 workers are currently on site. 

• The project remains on schedule for substantial completion in July 2027. 

• Committee discussion included anticipated timing of concrete finishing and saw-cutting 
operations. Project representatives indicated that remaining after-hours work associated with 
concrete placement should conclude once slab work is completed. 

 Project staff also reiterated that: 

• Site lighting remains active only while workers are present. 

• Automatic controls turn off construction lighting daily at 6:00 PM. 
 

7.  Discussion/Action: Discuss and plan another Abutters meeting 
 

Project representatives reminded the Committee that an Abutters Meeting is scheduled for: 
Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 10:00 AM 
South Kingstown High School Cafeteria 
Planned topics include: 
• Project progress and milestones 
• Upcoming construction activities 
• Project schedule updates 
• Discussion of fencing and material selections affecting neighboring properties 
• Community questions and feedback 

  

8.  Discussion/Updates: Curtis Corner Project Updates 
 
 Representatives provided updates regarding the Curtis Corner project: 

• Hazardous materials abatement continues and is progressing on schedule. 

• Removal of building contents is approximately 80–90% complete. 

• Additional investigations above ceiling spaces have been completed. 

• Continuous environmental monitoring remains in place, and all testing results have been 
satisfactory. 

• Abatement work is expected to be completed by the end of June, followed by demolition 
activities. 

 Athletic field updates included: 

• Final athletic field design review meeting scheduled for later that day. 

• Project bidding is anticipated in June. 

• Coordination is underway regarding removal of athletic equipment and storage containers. 

• The track is expected to remain accessible through much of the summer, with field construction 
likely beginning in late August or early September. 

 Solar Panel Initiative Update 



• Project staff reported that information regarding a potential solar panel array for the new high 
school is being developed for presentation to the Town Council on June 8, 2026. 

• The presentation is expected to include: 

• Preliminary cost estimates 

• Available incentive opportunities 
• Procurement options and delivery methods 

9.  Public Comment 
 

• No public comment was received. 
 

10.  Next meeting 
 

• Abutters Meeting: Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 10:00 AM, South Kingstown High School Cafeteria. 

• Next School Building Committee Meeting: Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 8:00 AM. 
 

11.  Adjourn 
 

• Terry Lynch motioned to adjourn and seconded by Michael Podraza - passed unanimously. 

• Meeting adjourned at 8:39 a.m. 

 


